Sex, intimacy, and the gynecologic oncologists: survey results of the New England Association of Gynecologic Oncologists (NEAGO).
Sexuality is an important aspect of life and is often affected in patients diagnosed with cancer. For women, estimates of sexual dysfunction range from 40 to 100%. In light of these statistics, we were interested in determining the comfort level and practice of specialists in gynecologic oncology as it relates to taking a sexual history and addressing related concerns by conducting a survey of the New England Association of Gynecologic Oncologists (NEAGO). Our results show that although nearly all respondents felt comfortable addressing sexual problems in their patients, less than half took a sexual history in new patients and 80% did not feel there was sufficient time to devote to exploring sexual issues. The results of our survey suggest that aspects of sexual dysfunction in women with gynecologic cancer may be neglected by gynecologic oncology providers. This encourages cancer programs to develop formal resources for women with questions regarding sexuality following a diagnosis of cancer.